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GUJARAT
s W INSTITUTEOF
DISASTER
P K Taneja, IAS (Retd.) MANAGEMENT

Director General BUILDING RESILIENCE

GIDM/Training/Webinar/07/2020/
July,07, 2020

Subject: A Webinar on “Strategizing Reopening of Schools in
New Normal”

Dear Dr. Vinod R Rao,

Gujarat Institute of Disaster Management (GIDM) is registered as an autonomous
society under the Government of Gujarat entrusted with the responsibility of human
resource development, capacity building, training, research, and documentation in the field
of disaster management.

Z. Looking at the current situation of COVID-19 and its impact on educational
institutions for children, GIDM in collaboration with UNICEF has planned to organize series
of webinars on the topic Strategizing Reopening of Schools in New Normal. The webinar
is to be organized on 10t July 2020, Friday from 3:00 pm - 4:30pm

3. This webinar will be very useful for all the District Education Officers (DEOs), District
Primary Education Officers (DPEOs), District Teachers Training Coordinators, Principals and
Teachers of all the Government and Private schools. A detailed concept note about this
webinar is attached herewith for ready reference.

4, In this regard, you are requested to kindly instruct targeted officials to attend this
important webinar. Link to join the what’s app group is below:

What's app group Link: http://bit.ly /joinweb10

5. For any further clarification, please contact Ms. Shilpa Boricha, Librarian cum
Assistant Manager, lib-gidm@gujarat.gov.in; +91-7574809042 or Ms. Charu Mishra,
Training Specialist cum Program Manager, tspm-gidm®gujarat.gov.in; +91-9116592910.

With kind regards,
Yours sincerely,

shh .
o
W:ﬂ ' cj;f&?f [P K Taneja]

Dr. Vinod R. Rao, IAS
Secretary Primary & Secondary Education

Government of Gujarat M
o W

Encl.: A detailed concept note on Webinar
GUJARAT INSTITUTE OF DISASTER MANAGEMENT

B/h Pandit Deendayal Petroleum University,
Koba-Gandhinagar Highway, Raisan Village, Gandhinagar - 382007 Gujarat (INDIA)
Ph - (O79) 23275804 ROA / ROK / ]11 | Fax: (O79) 23275814




izing Reopening of Schools in

About the course:

The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted every section of society around the world. This situation
forced governments across the world to shut down their respective countries. As per UNESCO,
these nationwide shutdowns have impacted almost 70% of the student population worldwide.
One of the worst-hit sectors by the COVID-19 pandemic is the education sector. Schools are shut
down, classes are suspended, and exams are postponed and in other cases students have been
promoted to the next session. It is important to bear in mind that in many parts of our country,
schools not only provide education to children but also ensure nuftrition, health, safe sanitation
and hygiene practices, psychosocial support, amongst other things.

It is not a cliché to say that children are the agents of change in a society as they can influence
communities, and they become the bedrock of social progression. However, emergency
situations can hinder their prospect by fettering basic necessities like education, health,
nutrition, etc. In such cases the protection of educational institutions for children is exceedingly
important.

This webinar would provide guidance to the school community like a school administrators,
teachers, staff, parents, caregivers, education department officials and children themselves in
order to raise awareness about how these institutions can safely reopen and resume their
normal course of action maintaining the norms of hygiene and social distancing. The sessions
in this webinar will also provide the participants with actionable guidance in ensuring safe
operations through raising awareness, prevention, early detection, and control of COVID-19 on
their premises. The awareness building of children would also, help in promoting safety
measures in their families and communities and will promote public health. Amidst COVID-19



crisis, students should have access to safe and protective learning spaces with adequate and
gender-sensitive WASH facilities; receives life-saving messages and mental health and
psychosocial support; ensuring continuity of learning during school closures; building the
resilience of system, community, schools, children and other partners; students should have an
opportunity to catch up on lost learning.

Objective:

The webinar is aimed at bringing ideas to a single platform in order to build a robust strategy
towards orienting school community on COVID-19. This Webinar shall allow multiple
perspectives concerning multiple stakeholder sensitisation, training, and capacity building in
order to create an optimal plan towards school sensitisation.

To make the key stakeholders aware of the importance of schdol safety; basics of COVID-19;
Disaster Risk Management perspective of COVID-19

To ensure safe and healthy environment in schools for all stakeholders and the measures to
ensure continuation of the learning process of children amidst COVID-19

To build capacity, knowledge and awareness of key stakeholders within the school
community on ensuring safe and healthy environment in schools when they reopen

To sensitize key stakeholders on what actions they need to take in order to build capacity of
government functionaries and private schools

Conteni:

Session 1 will be the Introductory session which will talk about the facts of COVID-19.

" What'is "_‘_

How canthe
spread of |
11 COVID:19be, 84
| slowed down &
of prevented

In addition to which session 2 will address DRM perspective of COVID-19.

Session 3 will talk about the school safety; how are children vulnerable to pandemics, like
COVID19; How along break from school curriculum affects children’s performance; Challenge
of keeping schemes functional; Challenge of monitoring and evaluating the impact of strategic
changes brought to cope with COVID19 (Training of frontline workers to collect and report



important data points, management of MIS, monitoring scheme service delivery at the last
mile); important is preparedness for departments during epidemics and pandemics?

Session 4 will address the activities which the stakeholders need to conduct while schools
continue to operate during the outbreak (key actions on water, personal hygiene, food hygiene,
environmental cleaning, waste management, sanitation and social distancing norms).

This session will provide (1)school administrators, teachers, and staff basic knowledge to
ensure safety in the schools, knowing and sharing the latest information about COVID-19,
establishing procedures for students and staffin the case of COVID-19 infection in order to alter
school policies where appropriate, plan for continuity of learning, address mental
health/psychosocial needs of the students and staff, support vulnerable population.
CHECKLIST FOR SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS, TEACHERS AND STAFF
1. Waork with loeal suthorities and haalth officials to ansurs educations! facilitias sra not used as health
[:I irsximent or quarsnting centers, as shalters or for sny other non-edueationsl purposes, sven on &
temporary basis
] 2. Promots and demonztrate reguler hand washing and positive hygisna behaviors and monitor thair
uptzia, Ensurs adequsts, cleen 2nd separata toilets for girls and boys
- Ensure soap and safe water is avsiiable ai age-appropriate handwashing ststions
- Encourage frequent and thonough weshing {2t least 20 saconds)
- Place hand sanitizers in toilets, classrooms, halls, 2nd near exits whare possitle
- Ensure adequats, clesn and separate toilets or Iatrines for girls and boys that are within a safe distance
- Post signs encouraging good hand and respimtory hygisne oraciices
3. Cla=n and disinfact sehool buildings, classrooms, kitchens snd dining fucifties, end especisliy water and
|| sanitetion facilities at least once & day. partizularly surfaces that are touchad by many people {rsifings.
lunch tehies, sports equipment. door and window handlas, toys, teaching =nd leaming sids etc)
- Use sodium hypochiorite 31 0.5% {squivalen: S5000ppm| for disinfecting surfaces snd 70% sthyl skohol
far disinfection of smzll iterns, and ensure sppropriste equipment for cleaning staff
4. Inerapse air fiow and vemtilation where climate sEows {open windowrs, uss sir conditioning where
aveilabls_ete)

5. Ensura zafe preparation snd fwhare applicabla) servize of food

- Erforze frequent hancwashing for 2l cooks, fond handlsrs, sashiers and other foed service personnel
- Sanitize cockwezre, pletes. cups and cutlery reguiarly and plsn for distribution thet minimizes handling
- Stapger meal tirmes to diminish crowds and allow time for clazning and disinfecting batween shift

[] & Ensars trash is removed dally and disposed of safaly

L] [

(2) focus on parents/caregivers and community members. This session will talk about the
actions they can undertake in order to ensure the safety of their children.



CHECKLIST FOR PARENTS/CAREGIVERS & COMMUNITY MEMBERS

] 1. Monftor your ehild's heaith and keep them home from schoal if they are ill or have a epecific medicel
condition that may meke them more atrisk

[0 2 Tesch and modal good hygisne practicss for your children

-VWzsh your hands with s0sp and zale water frequently. If so8p and watar are not readily svailabia,
use zn alcohol-based hard sanitizar with at least 60% slochol. Always wash hands with soap aed water,
if hands are yvisibly dirty

- Enzura that szfz drirking watar i3 available and toflets or lstrines are clean and availsble at horrs

- Ensure waste 5 safely collected, stored and dizoozsd of

- Cough and snasze into & f3z0s oryour sthow and avaid toucking your facs, eves, mouth, nose

3. Encoursege your chiliren to ssk questions snd express their feelings with you and their teschars.
Hemembarthat your child mey have differsnt rasctions to stress; be patient end understanding.

4. Prevent stigms by nsing facts snd reminding students to be considerate of one another

E. Coordinats with the school to reczive informsation end ask how you ezn support school safety efforts
{through parent-tencher commitizes, atz.)

(3) address actions and measures children and students need to take depending on their age
(preschool, primary school, lower secondary school and upper secondary school)

CHECKLIST FOR STUDENTS AND CHILDREN
1. In & situation Hies this it s normel to feel sad, worrisd, confesad, scared or angry. Know thet you ara

1 not slone and sk to someons you trust, {iks your perent or tascher 30 that you can help keap yourssff
and your achool safe and healthy.

- Ask guestions, educate yourself and get information from ralisble sources
] 2 Protect yourssif end others
-Wash your hands frequently, ahways with sosp and water for at Jeast 20 seconds
- Rememiber to not touch your fEcs
- Do not shars cups, esting utensils, food or drinks with others
[l 3. Bealeader in keeping yourself your school, family and community healthy.
- Bhare what you leern shout preventing disesse with your family and fisnds, ezpecislly with youngsr childnen

- Model good practices such 33 eneszing or coughing into your elbow and washing vour hands, espacisily for
younger farrily members

] 4. Don's stigmatize your pesrs or teass snyons shout belng sick; remember that the vires dossn’t follow
geographical hound sries, ethnicities, age, abiifty or gender.

] 5. Tellyour parents, another family member, or 2 caregiver  you feel sick, and ask to stay home.



Target Audience

¢ District Education Officers
District Primary Education Officers
e District Teachers Training Coordinators-33
e District Engineers-33
e BRCsand CRCs
* School Principal of all government and private schools
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Expected outcomes:

By the end of the webinar, the participants would be able to know the following:

e Facts of COVID-19

e Disaster Risk Management perspective of COVID-19

e [mportance of school safety

e Key actions the school community needs to focus on
e Checklist to ensure safety and healthy space for students
o Action planning and strategies for the continuation of key functions

Webinar Set-up:

Format of the webinar: Presentations and Question and Answer session

Duration: 1.5 hours

Technology: Webex Event

Proposed date: 10t July 2020

Registration URL:

For more details contact us on: tspm-gidm@gujarat.gov.in

Organisers:

unicef €&

forevery child
UNICEF Gujarat State Office
Plot#145, Sector-20, Gandhinagar,
Gujarat 382021, Follow us on Facebook
Twitter and at www.unicef.in
Email: gandhinagar@unicef.org
See more at: 'http://www.unicef.in/Gujarat’

GUJARAT

@ . INSTITUTEOQF
DISASTER
MANAGEMENT

BUILDING RESILIENCE
B/h Pandit Deendayal Petroleum
University, Koba-Gandhinagar Highway,
Raisan Village, Gandhinagar - 382007
Gujarat (INDIA) | Ph.: (079) 23275804
Fax: (079) 23275814
See more at www.gidm.gujarat.gov.in




